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September 17:   

MCSS Parent 

Conference Day 

from  

 4 to 6:30 p.m.  

Football Season Is Here! 

Come out Friday-

September 4 as the Eagles 

Take on the Pelham 

GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC Presents 

The Colors at 2015 Freedom Fund Banquet 
Cadets Jake Camp, senior, Derrickal Bell, junior, Jaamel 

Dewberry, junior, Giovanni Meza, junior, and Luis Hernandez, 

sophomore, presented the colors during the 2015 Freedom Fund 

Banquet held Saturday evening, August 15, 2015, at Mitchell 

County High School. Each cadet earned one-half credit towards a 

Color Guard ribbon by presenting our nationôs colors (flags) to 

start the evening, then posted the colors once the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited by all in attendance! 

 

The next Color Guard event was held on Friday night,  August 28, 

2015, during the MCHS home football game at Centennial 

Stadium in Camilla, Georgia.   

National Youth Leadership Forum:  

Pathways to STEM Summer Program                                                                                             

Raleigh, North Carolina and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
Founded in 1992, the National Youth Leadership Forum has helped prepare extraordinary young people 

for their academic future and professional careers. From day one, the NYLF program mission was to bring 

various professions to life, empowering outstanding young people with confidence to prepare for and 

transition into well-informed career choices. That mission remains true today across the slate of new 

Envision Career Forum programs for high-achieving high school students who wish to make the most of 

college and career opportunities. Envision is a leading experiential education organization dedicated to 

enabling students of all ages to explore their interests and gain learning experiences 

beyond the classroom.  

 

Mrs. Rhonda Richter, Mrs. Katie Holton, and Mrs. Jamilia Howard, teachers at 

North Mitchell County Elementary School, nominated several students to attend 

the National Youth Leadership Forum: Pathways to STEM in Raleigh, NC this 

summer.  These students had the opportunity to engage in a week of hands-on 

activities and workshops focusing on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics). Raziya Hodge and Jeremiah Reddick represented NMCES and 

they were not shy in sharing their experiences with family and friends. The 

workshops consisted of students solving crimes, dissecting animal organs, and 

constructing bridges. From this experience, the students enhanced their leadership 

and communication skills needed to become a better student inside and outside of 

the classroom. Ian Phillips attended the same workshop, but for only one day. Jada Landers (shown left) 

attended the same workshop in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. All students involved, as well as the parents, had 

a great time and came back excited and ready to attend again next summer. 

Pre-K Family Night 
Pre-K held a Family Night on August 27, 2015.   

 

Family photos were 

taken of each family 

present to be used in 

various activities throughout the school year.  Parents were provided Pre-

K updates by Pre-K Director, Dr. S. Gagnon.  Each family was provided 

a take home game for numbers, shapes and letters to reinforce skills 

being taught in the Pre-K classrooms.  The evening concluded with a 

spaghetti dinner. 
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The Eagleõs Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS). 

All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the schoolôs media specialist by the 15th of each month. 
 

Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us 

Produced by:  Ruth Lee,  Eagle News Coordinator    e-mail:   Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us 

 

Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 

religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.  

 

Superintendent:  Vic Hill  MCSS Board Chair:  Norma Gilpatrick MCSS Board Vice-Chair:  Barbara Reddick 

 

Schools:   

South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)  North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)    Mitchell Middle (MCMS)   Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)   

   Vicki Hicks, Principal        Jacquelyn White, Principal     Patricia English, Principal    Robert Adams, Principal  

 

Parents, if you do not wish for your childõs picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.  
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Techy Tuck 
This year we are all about PBIS.  Positive Behavior Intervention System.  So letôs talk about Class Dojo.  Class 

Dojo is an online positive behavior management system that can be connected to your smart phone or iPad.  You 

can add all of your students into the system and give them all the same cute avatar character.  Whenever students 

do something great, you can go up to the Promethean board click on their avatar and give them a positive point for 

whatever behavior you would like to reward.  If they are off task, they can also lose a point.  The system makes a 

sound for both behaviors that gives the students automatic feedback.  A great feature of class dojo is that you can walk 

around with your smartphone and not have to be in the front of the room.  Students will hear the sound from the 

smartphone and everyone changes their behavior immediately.  This can also be very effective to have students go up to the board to give 

themselves a point. 

 

One great motivator to challenge students is in order to change their avatar, they have to get 25 points.  Another great motivator for students 

to get their student account where they can change it anytime,  they want students have to achieve 50 points.  Reports can be printed to send 

home to parents to tell what the students gained or lost and you can put it in an easy to understand pie chart.    This is a great management 

system to display PBIS for students in the classroom. PBIS Pinterest Board was added to the MCHS Media Center webpage.  You can find 

other great positive intervention ideas, such as, Class Dojo and others on the PBIS Pinterest Board. 

Jennifer Tucker, MCHS Media Specialist 

School Nutrition 

Conference 2015 
University of Georgia Family and 

Consumer Science agents in Southwest 

District have been involved in 

developing and present programming 

for the school nutrition program 

employees for many years.  Mitchell 

and Baker County Family and Consumer Science Agent Sylvia Davis, partnered 

with Mitchell County School Nutrition Director Julie Tucker, and hosted a 

workshop on July 23, 2015 to 58 food service employees from Mitchell, Pelham City, Miller, and Baker Counties.   FACS agents from 

Dougherty, Stewart, Quitman, Colquitt and Tift counties taught two classes ñKnow Your Doughò and ñKeeping Your Food Safe.ò  Both 

interactive classes focused on important issues in todayôs world.  Participants learned how to better manage their money and a refresher on how 

to keep foods safe when working in the school kitchen and at home.   
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MCSS Receives  

Award of Distinction for Excellent Financial Reporting 
The Mitchell County School System was recently given the Award of Distinction for Excellent Financial Reporting by the 

Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts for Fiscal Year 2014. This award was established to recognize excellence 

in financial reporting and controls. It encourages governmental organizations to go beyond the minimum requirements of 

generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and recognizes individual organizations that are successful in achieving 

this goal. Mrs. Luci Conine, Finance Director for the school system, is very appreciative of the recognition for the efforts of the school system. 

ñWe are one of 25 systems in the state to receive this recognition,ò said Mrs. Conine. She grants the bookkeepers, directors, and principals for 

being extremely mindful of internal controls and accurate reporting to ensure compliance and accuracy of financial reporting for the school 

system.  This award was created in 2014 and is presented to organizations that submit quality financial statements and supporting 

documentation in a timely manner. To receive this award, the organizationôs annual financial report must also be free of any significant 

deficiencies or material weaknesses, comply with all Transparency in Government requirements, and be given an unmodified audit opinion.  

The Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts exists to provide independent, credible audit services promoting improvement in government.  

Caught In the Act!!!! Highlighting SMCES Fourth Grade  

Star StudentséSeptember 
Help us kick off our new by recognizing our Star Students of the monthé.drum rollé. 

Omarion Gardner and Alondra Esquivel  
Omarion Gardner from Mrs. K. Williamsô class and Alondra Esquivel from Ms. A. Kellyôs have been identified 

as hardworking and is always on task in every class.  They work well in peer group settings and have a positive 

attitude for learning. Alondra serves as peer tutor and is extremely helpful to her teachers.  Omarion is in the Gifted 

program and works well to help peers in his class as well.  Thank you for all you do to learn and have fun learning. 

These students will be awarded prizes and will receive posters to decorate which will go up on our ñWall of Fame.ò  

They will also be announced in the WBEN television news broadcast at South Mitchell Elementary School.   

Congratulations for all you do! Who will Be Next? 

NMCES 5th Graders Demonstrates Knowledge of Order of Operation 
The students in 5th grade math at North Mitchell 

County Elementary gave some high quality 

presentations on Friday showing their knowledge of 

the order of operation.  Students were able choose 

from a variety of formats for their presentation such 

as flow charts, posters, games, crossword puzzles, 

cartoons, and even rap/poem.   

 

Sharkavia White created a well organized poster.  

Jasmine Robinson designed a flow chart that was 

easy to follow. Sherwin Williams created a cartoon 

expressing the order of operation. 

The 6
th
 Grade Students Participate in Orientation to MCMS Media Center 

By: Diana Whitaker 

The 6th grade students began their orientation to the MCMS Media Center. The students learned to use both Renaissance and Destiny. Mrs. 

Pam Taylor led the newest students of MCMS on a tour through Destiny Quest showing them how to hunt books through subject, keywords, 

authors, and titles. The students then had the opportunity to use Destiny for themselves in a race to look up specific books on subjects that 

Mrs. Taylor chose. Mrs. Taylor gave first, second, and third places in the hunt rewards.  All students were rewarded Eagle bucks for their 

hard work and positive behavior. 
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GA-946 CADETS INTERVIEW FOR GROUP COMMANDER 
Cadets Jake Camp, senior, SharôTyonna Johnson, senior, Victoria Holton, senior, and John Dent, junior, (shown below) interviewed for the 

GA-946 Air Force Junior Reserved Officerôs Training Corps (AFJROTC) 2015-2016 Group Commander position on Tuesday, August 18, 

2015. The board, consisting of Board President and Principal, Mitchell County High School, Mr. Robert Adams and board members Colonel 

(retired) Tom Painter, Master Sergeant (retired) Scott Griggs, Career Technical and Agriculture Education director, Mr. Rodney Conine and 

Freshmen Academy director, Ms. Ossie Canidate, meet in the AFJROTC conference room (C-115) and presented questions to the nominees 

concerning leadership, unit operations and current events. Each nomineeôs cadet record was reviewed and cadets were judged on 

communication skills, poise, dress and appearance, military bearing and ability to perform under extreme pressure. 

 

Results of the board were not available at time of article, but will be released as soon as all score-sheets are compiled and results approved by 

GA-946 AFJROTC Senior Aerospace Science Instructor (SASI), Colonel (retired) Tom Painter. The cadet selected to serve in the Group 

Commander position will 

be promoted to Cadet 

Colonel, the highest rank 

offered to a cadet in 

AFJROTC. The Group 

Commander is 

responsible for all unit 

operations including, but 

not limited to, all 

community service 

activities, field trips, unit 

fund raisers and 

leadership of over one 

hundred fifty (150) 

cadets.  

The Incredible Edible Cell 
Learning can be yummy! NMCES 5th graders have enjoyed our unit on cells (S5L3). Students were able to make a cell model using food 

products. Slices of bread were used to represent the plant cell and hamburger buns were used to represent the animal cell. Students spread jelly 

on the bread to model the cytoplasm, or gel like material, that holds the other organelles. 

Various candies were used to mimic the nucleus , 

cell membrane, and for the plant cell the chloroplast 

and cell wall. ñThrough this activity, I learned the 

nucleus is the control center of the cell,ò said Caleb 

Neal. This activity was good; it was fun and tastyò 

according to Sharkavia White  

 

Left:  Kandice  Jaden enjoy learning about cells. 

Right:  Jakiah pauses as he works on the cell wall. 

SMCES 2nd Graders Are  

Striving to SOAR 
Second Grade at SMCES is off to a good start and we are striving 

to SOAR. The second grade classes have been learning to use 

interactive notebooks in their classes. They are asked to keep up 

with their notebooks and keep all of their work in their notebooks. 

These help them to become responsible and also give them tools to 

help them study for upcoming tests. The students are really 

enjoying doing these interactive activities that will help them ñSoar 

Above All the Rest.ò 

 

 

Pictured: Darian Johnson, D'Asia Williams, Anthony Escalante-

Soto, Chelsea Lee  

Attention 

MCSS Parents:  

  

September 17:   

Parent 

Conference 

Day 

 

Mark Your 

Calendar.  


